Month Day, 2011
Dear Grandma and Grandpa / Aunt Betty / Uncle Bob,

All I/we want for Christmas / Hanukkah is . . . a new playground!  

The closest playground to our home is really yucky – a lot of rats live there and green mold is growing on the wood.  Mommy and Daddy said it is dangerous, too.  The play equipment is falling apart and kids can get splinters just by playing on it.  And some “undesirable” teenagers (as Mommy calls them) spray-painted graffiti on the benches and slides.  Here are some pictures to give you an idea:

           
 Green stuff is growing all	Dirty water fountain	The birdie doesn’t bounce 
   over the wood – yuck!		    anymore – boring!

     
Rats live in the wood chips, the bridge is	Mommy doesn’t like the dirty bench and
crooked, and I get splinters from the wood	I trip on the holes in the ground
We stopped going here because of the terrible conditions.  We have to drive or walk super far to other playgrounds.  I/We want a nice playground near us so Mommy and Daddy will let me play outside every day.  

A lot of Mommys and Daddys are working with our Alderman and the Park District to raise money for a new playground.  The old one needs to be ripped up, so it’s expensive.  Our community needs to raise $100,000 for our portion of the costs.  Everyone is working really hard – we’ve already raised over $70,000!  The playground will be renovated next summer, but only if we raise another $30,000 by spring.  Can you help us?

Mommy and Daddy said donations are tax-deductible.  (I don’t know what that means, but they said it’s a good thing, especially at the end of the year).  If you can help, here's how you can contribute:
· Mail a check made out to “Friends of Filbert” to our Treasurer:
Ryan McDaniel, 3946 N. Ravenswood Ave. #509, Chicago, IL 60613
· Buy a brick that will get installed in the new park.  You can have our family name engraved in it!   The brick form is enclosed.
· Make a payment through PayPal.  Go to this link:  
http://www.filbertplaylotpark.com/make-a-donation.html 

Thanks, Grandma and Grandpa / Aunt Betty / Uncle Bob!  I can’t wait to play with you at my new playground!  

Love,
Johnny
XOXOXO
	P.S.  You can learn more about our playground 
here:  http://www.filbertplaylotpark.com/
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